
 

NationWide Laboratories would 
like to wish all their clients a 
very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful and prosperous 2010. 
 

NWL Leeds Holiday 
Opening Hours 

 

24 Dec 09           08.00—15.00 
Christmas Day  CLOSED 
Boxing Day       CLOSED 
27 Dec 09           CLOSED 
28 Dec 09           CLOSED 
29 Dec 09           08.00—17.00 
30 Dec 09           08.00—17.00 
31 Dec 09           08.00—15.00 
01 Jan 10           CLOSED 
02 Jan 10           08.00—12.00 
 

For details of our courier service 
over the holiday period, please 
contact the laboratory. 
 
 

Backyard Poultry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As keeping chickens as egg  
laying pets becomes more 
popular, we are receiving an  
increased number of poultry 
samples from companion animal 
practices.   

Faeces samples are commonly 
submitted to screen for worm 
eggs, coccidia and salmonellae 
in diarrhoeic birds. In addition to 
microbiology, we also offer a 
range of avian blood profiles to 
investigate possible hepatic or 
renal disease.  
Tom Hume from the Westover 
Veterinary Centre recently gave 
a comprehensive overview of 
the husbandry, diseases and 
treatment of backyard poultry as 
part of a continuing professional 
development course covering 
both poultry and farmyard  
animals kept as pets. A further 
course is planned for June 2010 
—see www.cpd-solutions.com  
for details.  
 

Endocrine Carcinoma  
in a Bearded Dragon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Mark Stidworthy from the  
International Zoo Veterinary 
Group provides both gross  
pathology and a histopathology 
service for exotic and wildlife 
species, based at NWL Leeds. 
He recently examined biopsies 
taken from the stomach of a two 
year old female bearded dragon 
presented with a history of  
inappetance, vomiting blood and 
pallor. The image above shows 
endocrine carcinoma invading 
the gastric wall.  

A recent article in Veterinary  
Pathology * describes this newly 
recognised, highly malignant 
form of neoplasia. The paper 
concludes that young bearded 
dragons are predisposed to  
developing these tumours and 
that gastric neuroendocrine  
carcinoma is now an important 
differential in individuals where 
there is anorexia, weight loss 
and anaemia, especially if there 
is a concurrent hyperglycaemia. 
 

* Ritter J M et al: Vet Pathol 46:1109—1116 
(2009) 
 

Sample Tube Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good sample tubes help to 
make good samples, so NWL 
are happy to provide high  
quality companion animal blood 
sampling tubes free of charge. 
Pierceable caps mean that  
we can use an auto-sampling 
technique to optimise analysis 
time so we are able to report  
results to client practices as 
soon as possible. Contact your 
NWL laboratory to keep your 
supply of tubes topped up! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Gastric wall 

Endocrine carcinoma 
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Hear the one about the turkey 
looking forward to Christmas? 


